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READING, red' ing, pa., fifth city in size
in the state and the county seat of Berks
County, 58 miles northwest of Philadelphia,
on the Schuylkill River, on the Pennsylvania
and the Reading Company railroads. There
are inter-city bus lines and an airport.
Higher education is provided at Albright
College and in the extensions of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and of Pennsylvania
State College. The coeducational high school
cost $1,500,000. There are also excellent
private schools and business colleges. Other
prominent institutions are the four public
hospitals, the city hall, the courthouse, the
Federal building, a Masonic Temple, the
museum and art gallery and more than 100
churches. The fair grounds cover 60 acres.
The city is near the anthracite coal fields,
in a region of large mineral wealth; the soil
is very fertile. The factories number 700
and produce a great variety of goods; about
one-fourth are iron and steel products. Here
are the shops of the Reading railroad.
The place was first settled by German
colonists, but many English came later. The
city was founded by Thomas and Richard
Perm, sons of William Perm, in 1748. It be-
came a military base in the French and
Indian wars. During the Revolution it was
a patriotic center and a prisoners' camp for
the captured Hessians. Reading was an
early pioneer in the manufacture of iron
products including stoves, castings and mili-
tary ordnance. It was chartered as a city
in 1847. Population, 1930, 111,171.
REALISM, in scholastic philosophy, de-
clares that universal ideas have an existence
which in a genuine sense is independent of
concrete objects. This doctrine is based on
Plato's teachings inspired by Socrates who
taught that actual knowledge is gained only
from the concept or general idea. In mod-
ern philosophy realism means a total reject-
ion of the doctrine "ideas" by affirming that
each object perceived does exist as an inde-
pendent tning without essential dependence
on mind. The "new realism" of England
and America believes that knowledge consists
of identity of structure and possibly o£ eon-
tent in, the relation between a knowing state
and a known object.
In literature and the fine arts realism ex-
cludes imagination as far as possible; it is
a frank literalism applied to artistic imita-
tion. In poetry classic formulas are avoided.
The reader must be privileged to experience
 in the poet's reproduction as nearly as pos-
sible the sounds as heard, the throbbings of
heart and the unstudied responses of living
creatures. The novelist in his unpolished
phrases deals out the jargon and the secret
thoughts of his characters, set off by the
odors and clatter of attending circumstances.
The painter discards most of the "rules of
drawing" and flings splotches of color on the
canvas, so representing the human form in
convulsions. The sculptor reflects the break-
ing of hearts and the cracking of bones in
human conflict. Thus the refined and elegant
features of life and civilization tend to fade
from art.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
Concept	Naturalism     Transcendentalism
Idealism	Philosophy
Metaphysics  Scholasticism
REAL PROPERTY, or REAL ESTATE,
includes land, the houses and trees upon it
and the minerals beneath, the surface. In law,
the term includes land and all property that
cannot be removed without being destroyed.
At the death of the owner, real property
descends to his legal heirs. In case the per-
sonal property fails to pay the indebtedness,
the administrator is required to sell enough
real estate to make up the deficiency. Real
estate cannot be sold except on a written con-
tract. See deed.
REAPING MACHINE, a machine used in
the harvesting of wheat, oats, and other
small grains. Pliny, Roman historian, de-
scribed a crude device in use in Gaul. There
were over a dozen types of cutting machines
invented in Germany, Holland, Scotland,
England, and the United States during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
Modern Harvester. The first modern-type
machine with a reciprocating knife and
stationary fingers was invented by an Eng-
lishman, Henry Ogle, in 1822. Modern agri-
culture, however, was born in 1831, when
Cyrus Hall McCoriniek pushed Ms first
reaper out of the blacksmith's shop on his
father's farm in Virginia. This was the
world's first practical reaper. The following
year Obed Hussey, of Cincinnati, 0., in-
vented a reaper essentially the same in prin-
ciple with a different cutting apparatus.
The improved McCormick self-rake
reaper, patented in 1858, was the first prac-
tical power harvester. That year the Marsh
Brothers, of DeKalb, 111., obtained their first
patent on a hand-binding harvester, which

